[bookmark: _GoBack]TRUE WORSHIPPERS (Longer)

One of my greatest prayers for our church—Reflects the heart of God.
Grow in our passion for worship of our God.

Share a few thoughts—Invite your pastor share some ideas from Scripture
Give you an opportunity to express your love, devotion, worship.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. John 4:23

Notice what God wasn’t seeking: Public speakers, Charismatic leaders
Gifted admin—Best looking—Best style—Most Instagram—True worship

20 minutes—Engage—Express Devotion—Late (Watch band sing)

Good Worship—Bad God
Bad Worship—Good God 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8 ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 Their worship is a farce. Matt 15:8-9 NLT (J quotes Isa—Hypoc)

Before I invite your pastor—Set tone with David’s words Ps 100

1 Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Worship the Lord with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. 3 Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us, and we are his. We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and praise his name. 5 For the Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and his faithfulness continues to each generation. Ps 100
Hi, my name is ________ honored to serve as Campus Pastor of _______.

Express honor

Consider: When Pastor Craig told me that he’d like me to help teach our church to be more engaged and passionate about worship, I__________

Fill in the blank with something true/sincere/faith-building.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Since God is seeking “true worshipers,” 
we want to give God the worship, honor and glory he is due. 

For the next few minutes, as you prepare your hearts for more worship, 
I’d like to show you 3 qualities from Scripture about true worshipers. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TRUE WORSHIPERS

1) WORSHIP WITH AWE.

I love the way the writer to the Hebrews said…

28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.”  Heb 12:28-29

(Bring the above verse to life—Feel it’s power)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6 Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. Ps 95:6 (Psalmist)

The wise men bowed before Jesus, 
Simon Peter fell to his knees
One day—Every knee will bow—Every tongue confess—Jesus is Lord.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Overcome. Overwhelmed. Overflowing with gratitude.

I’d ask you this
When’s the last time u’ve been stunned & shaken by the presence of God? 

If you have a short, authentic story—tell it here.
If not, continue to next thought…
Or spend time with God until he shows himself to you in meaningful way.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
So true worshipers worship with awe. The second thought (not point)…

True worshipers…

2) WORSHIP WITH ABANDON.

Read 2 Sam 6 carefully to understand context

When the Arc of the Covenant finally arrived in the City of David
King David led the way in worshiping—How did he?  With abandon.

14 And David danced before the Lord with all his might… 2 Sam 6:14 NLT

David gave it all he had—He didn’t care what anyone thought
He was worshiping HIS GOD!

And of all people, the first to criticize him was his wife, Mical.
You humiliated yourself. You’re the laughing stock of our nation.

21 David retorted to Michal, “I was dancing before the Lord…22 Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my own eyes! 2 Sam 6:21-22

In other words—You haven’t seen anything yet!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Because of who God is—And because of what he’s done
I can’t help but give him praise.

I know a few of you know what I’m talking about. 
Not everyone—But a few

You’ve experience his grace—You know what it means forgiven.
You’re different—You’re new—You’re HIS!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
And because of what’s he’s done—You’ve got to give him praise.

Sometimes you just have to shout, to clap, to lift your voices 
and tell him that you love him—Tell him he’s good!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How do true worshipers worship?
We worship with awe. We worship with abandon. And we…

3) WORSHIP WITH INTIMACY.

David said this in Psalm 27:4

4 One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.  Psalm 27:4

If I could have one thing—It’s not power—Not things—Not money
Intimacy with God—Dwell in his house—Seeing his glory—Worshiping.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Illustration Option 1: Spouse

It’s kind of like this—if you asked me about my wife/husband _________
I could go on and on with details I love.

I love the way…
I love when she…
I love…

You may not know this, but she…

Rattle of 10-15 things quickly—easily—with excitement.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notice—I don’t have to do research, I don’t have to go to a class, Google, stalk her on social media…

Because I KNOW HER.
I don’t just know about—but know intimately.

This is what God wants—as we grow to know him
Not facts about him—but intimate knowledge of his character and goodness born out of time in his word, hours in his presence.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Illustration Option 2: Child Story

Anna—Daddy I just wanted to be close to you.
Tell a heartfelt story of one of your children snuggling up to you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

That’s what I want for Life.Church NRM/OWS/OVP, etc.

Share your heart for worship culture. Below is a suggestion.
Make it your own.

I envision people so passionate to worship
They arrive early, spend a few moments in prayer

I see people who have heard from God during the week
Seen God work in their daily lives
Been transformed even more by his grace

With passion—they can’t wait to join other believers to give him their best in worship!

In a few moments, you will have the chance to express your love for him,
But first, I’d like to invite Pastor Craig to close out our message.

Toss Back to CRAIG
Or Take it to finish with permission from Sam.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Grateful for our Campus Pastors
How do we worship?

Awe—Abandon—Intimacy!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2 Accept my prayer as incense offered to you, and my upraised hands as an evening offering. Ps 141:1-2 NLT (David)

Lifted hands means two things: Victory—Surrender! 
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