REACHING PEOPLE FOR CHRIST

(Pastor Craig or your local pastor will deliver the first part of this message.) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Today—I’m crazy excited about the subject we are going to cover
Crazy excited about the format

Subject: Sharing Your Faith in Christ
Format: Developmental weekend: Team teach with _86_ of people!
1st time many have spoken—Get behind them.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Followers of Jesus—How many of you know someone who is a candidate for the life-changing, eternity altering, love of Jesus?

If you are a Jesus follower—You are salt of earth—Light of the world

Jesus told us to go into all the world to share the gospel.

Peter: Always be prepared to give a reason for the hope you have in X.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WHY DO WE HESITATE TO SHARE OUR FAITH?

1) WE ARE AFRAID.

SWBT—Pray no one is home

2) WE DON’T FEEL QUALIFIED.

3) WE DON’T WANT TO BE PUSHY.

4) WE ARE COMPLACENT.


Remind you
· Don’t need a degree
· Don’t have to be an expert
· Don’t need to have all the answers.

Commissioned by Jesus: Go into all the world—as an ambassador
Filled with the HS—You are called to reach people for Christ!

Invite one of ___ speakers to share 3 ways to share your faith.

Please show welcome and show love for your local team teacher!
(The team-teacher will pick up the sermon here.)

Hi, my name is _________________
(Thank or show honor to Pastor Craig, your campus pastor or pastor

Tell what you do on staff and one or two sentences about you and your family. Could show a photo of your family. Keep this very short.)

I’m honored and excited to share this message because _________.

(Tell honestly why you’re excited to share - perhaps something about how Jesus changed your life. Don’t go into details here. You will be sharing your story more later.
All this should take 90 seconds. No more than 2 minutes.)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Today I’d like to show you 3 ways that you can share your faith in Christ.

SHARING THE LOVE OF JESUS

The first way you can share your faith is:

1) YOU CAN USE WHAT YOU HAVE.

In fact, this is the very first way we see the gospel spread by an unlikely candidate named Levi.
If you don’t know a lot about Levi—he was a despised tax collector, also known as Matthew. When Jesus changed Levi’s life, he simply couldn’t keep the love of Jesus to himself.

Think about this: Matthew didn’t know anything about how to share his faith. 

· He wasn’t a preacher and had no religious training.
· He would have failed miserably at handling objections
· Levi had never even led a LifeGroup or served in the kids ministry. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The only thing this guy knew how to do (pause for emphasis) 
was throw a party.

And that’s exactly what he did.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· He threw some burgers on the grill
· Put the big game on the flat screen
· Hired a band
· And sent out invitations (Feel free to tweak. Make it your own.)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Okay—obviously I modernized the story a bit. But you get the point. 

Here’s how Luke reported on this party.

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:29

Matthew simply called all his buddies and invited them to a party!

In the same way, you can use what you have to reach those you love.

(Consider repeating the statement above.)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Start with what you have.

· Do you have a boat? Invite some people out on the lake, get to know them, and share your faith.
· Do you have season tickets? Share them. Be generous. Develop a genuine relationship—before long you could influence someone in a huge way.
· Can you cook? Invite some college students for a free meal. You’ll have a crowd for sure. Before long, you will have people feeding on your home cooked masterpiece and asking about the Bread of Life!
· Do you have extra time? You can use your time to invest in relationships. The more you serve the bigger difference you can make in the lives of others. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Use what you have. 

(Transition: In fact, it reminds me of…

Tell a story about how God used you—or someone at your campus or church. If you use someone from your campus, get permission and show photos.)

God can use you as you use what you have to reach people.
Like Levi, you can be relational in your approach.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The second way you can reach people is 

2) YOU CAN INVITE SOMEONE TO CHURCH.

John told a powerful story about a woman who had experienced a lot of hurts in life. When she met Jesus—he offered her living water—a relationship that would change her forever.

John tells us in the 4th chapter and the 28th verse…

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him. John 4
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What did she do?

· She didn’t memorize a script.
· She didn’t preach a sermon.
· She didn’t lead anyone in a prayer.

She simply invited everyone to come and meet the Savior who had changed her life!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Transition: In fact, this is what happened when…

Tell one of of these stories here
1) Someone on your campus invited someone to church and their life was changed. (Get permission to show photos.)
2) You invited someone. (Get permission to show photos.)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Transition: And you can do the same thing. As you look around, you will see people every day who need the grace of God. 

· You’ll see someone in your class hurting and looking for comfort.
· You’ll see someone at the gym discouraged and needing hope.
· You’ll see someone you work with searching for direction.

And remember—One invitation could be all it takes—To change a life!

You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.

And God could use you to lead someone to Christ.

(Summarizing and Transitioning)

How will He do it?

You can use what you have.
You can invite someone to church
Or #3 …
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3) YOU CAN SHARE YOUR STORY.

One time when Jesus healed a blind man—tons of skeptics criticized Jesus calling him a con and a sinner. Then the healed man belted back…

25 He replied, “Whether [Jesus] is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” John 9:25

What did the man do? He told his story?

John continues and the skeptics fought back…

 26 Then they asked him, “What did [Jesus] do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too? John 9:26-27

I love this!
Do you want to hear it again? Do you want to be his disciple too?
What did he do? He told his story!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Transition: And that’s what I want to do for just a moment

(Briefly and with emotion tell your salvation story in 2 minutes or so.)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

And the same Jesus that transformed my life—Can transform yours!

Let’s go back to Pastor Craig (or local pastor) for a closing thought and prayer.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Continue with the video from Pastor Craig or your local pastor.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]What can you do?

You can use what you have.
You can invite someone to church.
You can share your story.

Next week: Making Change
Less is More * Stress is Bad * Giving is Good * Tomorrow matters

5 people

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)



REACHING PEOPLE FOR CHRIST

(Pastor Craig or your local pastor will deliver the first part of this
message.)

Todsy—1'm crazy excited about the subject we ok going o cover
Crazy excited sbout the format

Subject: Sharing Yous Fith i Chrit
Format: Devclopmental weekend: Tear teach with -8 of people!
1 time many have spoken— et behind then

Followers f Jesus—How many of you know someane sho is & candidate
forthe lfe-changing, eternity alteing, love of Jesus?

17 you are o Jesus follower—You are salt of cath—Light of the world

Jesus told s 0 go into al the world o share the gospel,

Peter: Always be prepared to give  eason for the hope you have in X,

"WHY DO WE HESITATE TO SHARE OUR FAITH?
1)WE ARE AFRAID.
SWBT_—Pray o one s home
2)WE DON'T FEEL QUALIFIED.
3)WE DON'T WANT TO BE PUSHY.

4 WE ARE COMPLACENT.




