Bad Advice Series Resources

Purpose: This guide provides some details about how we conduct series at Life.Church. Please tweak, edit, add, or remove items so they fit your ministry and community. 

Series Title: Bad Advice

Series Topics: 
Each week’s message will discuss a specific way people can destroy their lives by failing to recognize they’re on the wrong path.

· Week 1: How to Drift from God 
Temptation, circumstances, bad influences, and neglecting to spend time with God all contribute to growing away from God. 
· Week 2: How to Become an Addict
When you rely on yourself to fight a secret pull toward a worldly desire, you’re on the fast track to addiction.
· Week 3: How to Commit Adultery
Allowing yourself to fall into compromising situations and rationalizing your actions is a quick way to commit adultery.
· Week 4: How to Be Dissatisfied
Being great at being ungrateful, comparing yourself to others, pursuing the fleeting over the permanent, resenting God for your current situation, and being entitled: easy ways to know you’ve become dissatisfied.

Series Description: 
“How did I end up here?” Behind every mess of harmful habits and rough relationships, we can look back and see where we got on the wrong track. Let's untangle our lives by learning how to avoid Bad Advice.

Hashtag: #lcBadAdvice

Talk Notes Blurb: 
Use prior to series. 
“How did I end up here?” Behind every mess of harmful habits and rough relationships, we can look back and see where we got on the wrong track. Let's untangle our lives by learning how to avoid Bad Advice, a brand-new series beginning <date>!



Social Media Invite Posts: 
In addition to the suggested posts below, you can post series promo videos, share Talk It Over resources and questions, or use quotes and talking points from the message, etc. 

Behind every mess of harmful habits and rough relationships, we can look back and see where we got on the wrong track. Let's untangle our lives by learning how to avoid Bad Advice in a brand-new series beginning <this weekend>. #lcBadAdvice

Skip the headaches and heartbreak: learn how to avoid Bad Advice. New series begins <this weekend>. #lcBadAdvice

Bad Advice can really wreck your life. Learn to avoid it in a brand-new series beginning <this weekend>. #lcBadAdvice

Nobody wants to make awful choices. So why do we look back and wonder how our lives became so messy? Bad Advice can wreck your life. See how in this week’s #lcBadAdvice message!

Wrecking your life is easy when you don’t know you’re on the wrong track. Skip the headaches and heartbreak: learn how to avoid Bad Advice with us this weekend! #lcBadAdvice

From our habits to our relationships, the choices we make influence where we end up. But what's influencing those choices? What’s the smart decision, and what’s the Bad Advice? Let’s talk about it in a new message this weekend! #lcBadAdvice

Let's untangle our lives by learning how to avoid Bad Advice. Join us for a new message this weekend! #lcBadAdvice

Series Bible Plan Blurbs:
We will have a Bible Plan on the YouVersion Bible App to reinforce the content of the message series. Please work this into your talk notes and social media schedules. 

Bible Plan Title: Bad Advice		
Bible Plan URL: https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/2688-good-advice  

Getting tripped up on some bad advice? Learn to avoid it with this Bible Plan: https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/2688-good-advice #lcBadAdvice

Here's some bad advice: don't read this Bible Plan. https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/2688-good-advice #lcBadAdvice




Series Graphics:
Artwork, templates, and more can be found in the series group on the Life.Church Open Network.

Series Bonus Content 
We used this series bonus content as email content. You could send it out as email, create print-outs, post online…anything you like!

How can you recognize good advice from Bad Advice? The Bible is full of good advice for everyday situations. We picked twenty of our favorite verses and turned them into simple sayings. Check them out! 

We picked twenty of our favorite verses and turned them into simple sayings. Check them out! 

		Content: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello!
Have you ever found yourself in a bad situation and traced your steps back to a bad choice that led you there? What would you give for the opportunity to change a poor choice before it leads you astray?
In this four-week series, Bad Advice, we’ll dive into specific ways people wreck their lives by failing to recognize they’re on the wrong path. We want to help you navigate through all the bad advice out there by highlighting some of the best advice God has given us through His Word.
1. Speak kindly to others.
A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. Proverbs 15:1 NIV
2. Let go of self-importance and pride.
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. Philippians 3:7 NIV
3. Take care of where your gaze lands.
Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. Luke 11:34 NIV
4. Be consistent in your relationships. Loyalty is the mark of true friendship.
...Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Ruth 1:16 NIV
5. Love God more than your bank account.
Keep your lives free of the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 NIV
6. Stop worrying, drop everything, and pray about it.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Philippians 4:6 NIV
7. Be pure rather than profane.
In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us. Titus 2:7-8 NIV
8. Value transparency and tell the truth.
Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. Proverbs 12:19 NIV
9. Grieve in times of loss. Mourning is healthy.
Jesus wept. John 11:35 NIV
10. Embrace community.
For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them. Matthew 18:20 NIV
11. Be intentional about your priorities. When we put God first, the rest falls into place.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33 NIV
12. Be faithful to finish what you start.
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9 NIV
13. Don’t let prejudice affect your love for people.
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male or female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:28 NIV
14. Leave ultimate justice up to God.
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 1 Peter 2:23 NIV
15. Treat others the way you’d like to be treated.
So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you… Matthew 7:12 NIV
16. Be a role model by worshipping God sincerely and boldly.
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Acts 16:25 NIV
17. Show compassion to people in need.
He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death. He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his sight. Psalm 72:13-14 NIV
18. Love everyone, especially those who hate you.
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Matthew 5:44 NIV
19. Give your first and best to God.
Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your God. Exodus 23:19 NIV
20. Encourage people with a smile throughout your day.
When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it; the light of my face was precious to them. Job 29:24 NIV
God’s Word is full of solid advice like the pearls listed above. Ask yourself: In what areas am I struggling? Find out what the Bible has to say about your trials, and challenge yourself to seek God’s guidance.
Let us know what you’re learning in this series by posting to social media with the hashtag #lcBadAdvice. Be sure to share your favorite piece of good advice and follow the conversation online!
Love,
The Life.Church Team
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